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State Deputy’s Message
My Fellow Brother Knights,

Greetings and I hope this finds you and yours doing well and better than ever
with or without snow. Speaking of which, I believe good old Punxsutawney Phil was
more than just a little upset with PETA this year when they proposed that the city com-
mence utilizing a cloned ground hog vice Phil. So to get even with them he has given
them and unfortunately us another six weeks of winter. The good news is this extended
period of time commenced 2 February and should conclude around the Ides of March.
Which is perfect timing because then we will have great weather during our Founders
Day Membership Blitz weekend 27 and 28 March. So commence getting your hand-
outs and recruiters lined up and fired up because we need a very successful blitz this
year to get even close to achieving Virginia membership goal.

As you know we are still in the midst of celebrating the Year of the Priest.
You may recall my mentioning our State Chaplain’s desire to have a couple of Masses
for the Priests and provided tentative dates. Well as of the time of this submission the
date for the Richmond Diocese Mass is Monday, 29 March at the Cathedral. As for the
Arlington Diocese the Mass is set for Tuesday, 20 April at the Cathedral. We even have
a tentative start time for this one at 6:30 pm. I will keep all of you informed as these
plans become firmer. Please attempt to make one if not both of these Masses to show
our support, gratitude and appreciation for these fine gentlemen who we would be lost
without.

Also during the January meeting I introduced another State initiative in con-
junction with celebrating the Year of the Volunteer. All anyone has to do is submit a
name, preferably spelled correctly with no justification, and we agreed to create a cer-
tificate of appreciation for that individual. Unfortunately at the time of this submission
we have only received thirteen names so we will extend this program a little longer in
hopes of receiving more names of deserving volunteers. I will graciously accept names
of your volunteers until 15 April, which will give me ample time to get them created
and stuffed into a certificate holder. Just so there is no misunderstanding a Council
may submit more than one individual name especially if the Council is blessed with
more than one volunteer that is deserving of a certificate.

Looking at the calendar there is so much going on and hopefully you and yours
are on top of it all and if not here are some names to help you get caught up. You
should be handing in all six of your General Program write-ups, your Family and
Knight of the Year submissions, Young Man and Young Women submittals today. If
you need clarification on any of these please contact Brother George Piette at (757) 486
-8102. Our second round of raffle tickets have been distributed and if you have any
questions please contact Brother Steve Raschke at (804) 695-9912. You can also Con-
tact Brother Steve or Worthy District Deputy Robert at (434) 589-1170 should you have
any question concerning our annual State Bowling tournament. Brother Matt Duffy is
distributing and collecting Father Bader scholarship applications and he can be reached
at (540) 989-6067. If you need any assistance and or paperwork for your Founders Day
Membership Blitz weekend please contact Brother Steve Burnley at (703) 971-4598.
Our answer man for the State Free Throw competition is Brother Steve Layne at (804)
897-9867. Lastly but certainly not least is the ongoing registration for our Annual
Meeting and all questions should be addressed to Brother Chris Winston at (540) 349-
48609.
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State Deputy’s Message (Contd)

In closing, on Monday 15 February we the State lost a truly great Knight but much more importantly
we the individuals loss an even better friend, Brother David Eddy. As you may or may not have heard the good
Brother had been fighting a battle against pancreatic cancer. Please continue to keep our good Brother, his fam-
ily members and his extended family members in our prayers. I can personally guarantee you that everyone has
that sick empty feeling one gets in his stomach when experiencing a loss like this because he was such a good
and caring person. I can also guarantee that Brother Eddy was “Living Fr. McGivney’s Dream, Every Day and

Every Knight”.

Fraternally,
Pat O’Donnell
State Deputy

B
‘@ State Secretary’s Report

The objective of achieving our membership goal has
been before us for nine months and we are now on the
final sprint to the finish line. We need to dig in and find
our extra reserves and make every possible effort to do
what we set out to do last July.

We have a top notch membership team in the state
whose members are ready to help on an instant’s notice.
So too are the state officers if called upon. All you have
to do is ask if you believe their individual or collective
assistance might be of help.

It’s not just the responsibility we have to perform at the
level that continues our outstanding tradition of meeting
the membership goals the Supreme Council places on us
but it is also an obligation to provide an opportunity to
all practicing Catholic men to join our Order. We have a
distinctive offering to make that no other fraternal
benefit society can and that is we provide a unique
wherewithal to allow our members to simultaneously
serve the Church, their family and the community.

Our Venerable Founder saw a crucial need to help our
brothers and sisters and that need has not diminished. It
is as urgent today as it has ever been. All we have to do
is look at the unrelenting assaults on Life, Marriage and
the Family. Within the Knights of Columbus there
exists an unwavering commitment to upholding those
three values. It is vital that we ask others to join us in
defending them.

Thank you to all of the Councils who have been
conscientious in making certain the deadlines for
reporting and the payment of per capita were met. [ am
extremely grateful for your help and want to commend
you on your achievement. To those Councils who still
have reports to submit, remember --- the job’s not done
‘til the paperwork’s complete. Please get them to me as
soon as possible.

I am available to each of you between the hours of 0900
and 2100 seven days a week. I prefer doing business by
e-mail, (statesecretary@vakofc.org) and you should
normally receive an acknowledgement, (not always a
final response), from me within 24 hours of sending it.
However, don’t ever hesitate to call me at 540-786-
6203.

Thank you for all you are doing for Virginia and the
Knights of Columbus!

Respectfully,

Bill McCarthy
State Secretary

Py
)4
This is a busy part of the year for yours’ truly ...
Liability Insurance, Income Tax submission and EIN
numbers, as well as preparing changes to the State By-
Laws. So let’s take them one at a time.

State Advocate’s Report

Liability Insurance State Council Liability Insurance
bills were sent to all Councils and Assemblies.
Hopefully the bills are easy to understand and each
Council and Assembly will look at the requirements and
make the decision to either buy into the State Council
policy, provide their own policy or my least favorite
decision assume the liability themselves and self insure
(if you do this we need to talk — call me). If you have
any questions please get hold of me by phone or email.
All that contact information is in the bill email I sent to
each GK and FN or in the State Directory.

TAXES and EIN With regard to taxes I can only say
one thing if you’re required to file, FILE. Audits are
not fun as a FS I went through one in my Council and I

long run to file the proper tax forms. EIN (Employee
Identification Numbers) you Council must have one and
(Contd) Next Page
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it needs to be on file with the Supreme office for it to
work when you file your taxes. Kim Phalen in the Su-
preme Advocate’s office can tell you if your EIN is on
file at Supreme. If you have filed your taxes and your
tax forms have not been rejected then your EIN is good
and recognized by the IRS. If your taxes have been re-
jected call me and I’l1l get you the form you need to sub-
mit to take care of the problem at Supreme or IRS.

BY-LAWS & RESOLUTIONS Well by the time you
read this message the date for submitting resolutions has
passed ... but if your resolution does not involve money
and the resolutions committee has not met call me and
I’1l see what we can work out. Every Grand Knight
should look at their Council by-laws and consider how
they are doing business. If by-laws and standard proce-
dures don’t match then you need to change your by-laws
to match how you are conducting Council business.
Supreme has made it somewhat easy for today’s GK’s
by allowing some common changes to the by-laws
online (Supreme’s website). If you have questions or
problems please give me a call or email I’ll do what I
can to help.

Well that’s it for my report in this newsletter. I’m look-
ing forward to seeing all of you at the May Annual

meeting in Richmond and until then I’ll just say...

Vivat Jesus!
Tom Harger
Virginia State Advocate

b

<§ State Warden’s Report
My Brothers All,

We are now in the home stretch of the Fraternal Year.
We need everyone’s help. In January, I asked everyone
to make a New Years resolution, which was to ask
someone you know or see in Church to become a
Knight. Virginia is strong; we need to make it stronger.
During the Month of March, our Order celebrates March
29™ as Founders Day. What better way to celebrate the
order’s 128" Birthday than to RECRUIT a new
Knight!!! You have heard our Membership Director
speak about the Spring Blitz.

It is no coincidence the Blitz has been scheduled in con-
junction with our Birthday and to honor the memory of
our Founder Fr. Michael J. McGivney by sponsoring a
Catholic man to become a member of our Order.

We all know Membership is vital to lour Order. The
time is now to reach out and ask those Catholic men in
Virginia who are not yet members of the Knights of
Columbus to become a VIRGINIA Knight of Colum-
bus. We are all proud of this title. Let us now open our
doors to let others in so they too can share our PRIDE
by “Living Fr. McGivney’s Dream Every Day and
Every Knight”.

Vivat Jesus.

Tony Fortunato, State Warden

Strive for Star Council status

As we get close to the end of this fraternal year, we congratulate our Worthy Grand Knight’s and all the other dedi-
cated Knights elected and appointed to lead our great councils. The year been full of triumphs and challenges so

far, and I know you’ll have tried to achieve many things.

I’m sure you had a list of goals and objectives that you intended to accomplish this year, building upon the success
of previous years. You have my assurance that we have been eager to help.

Among these many goals is the attainment of the Star Council award - the most prestigious award the Order offers
at the council level. While we are committed to helping on the insurance side, we are also very glad to help on the

membership side as well.

If you know an eligible Catholic man who might be interested in joining the Order, as many of us do, he’s proba-
bly waiting to be asked. We can help you, either by approaching him ourselves, or by teaching you some sales

skills that you can use to recruit him and other prospects.

As always, we are at your service.

Let’s not wait till the last minute! We should plan on achieving our goals by June 1%, so we can enjoy the last
month of the fraternal year. The last thing we would want is to be going around “asking” people to do something
small....just to win an award. It sometimes takes 2 months to get a member underwritten for insurance. Writing a
NEEDED policy in June might not get issued in time. So let’s get our work done NOW!!!

Fraternally,

Harry Canter, MBA, FICF
General Agent
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G Membership Report
Membership Olympic Fever

That’s what we need a little of this spring!

Watching the outstanding athletes this winter has been
inspiring for me as an American. As with every Olym-
pic event (both winter and summer) our athletes assem-
ble and compete, some with a goal to beat their previous
best, and all with the hope and enthusiasm to give it
their absolute best to win.

We know very few will be among the top three, yet hun-
dreds for each event show up to give it their all. It is
amazing in some events to see tens of years of training
come down to a half-second separation between many of
the contestants. And then immediately after the Olym-
pics are over they begin training for the next national or
international event to once again try to do their absolute
best.

When you think about it, from a Membership and Pro-
gram perspective, that is what each Council is being
asked to do for their Priests, parish community and the
Knights of Columbus. Year in and year out you’re
asked to reach for your goals and to do so with hope and
enthusiasm - to give it your absolute best.

If you manage your membership and conduct programs
that resonate within your parish community you can
continuously reach your goals. Managed membership
means you should plan your recruiting and retention so
that you finish the year with you absolute best foot for-
ward.

This is the time of year when our Virginia Councils
have traditionally done their best recruiting. Virginia
has always finished strong. To do this each year the
Grand Knights and his Councils have finished their Co-
lumbian years with a strong legacy from which each
successive year’s team could build.

You would not expect our athletes to leave the Olympics
before competing if they knew they couldn’t finish on
top. Similarly, we are expecting our Councils to con-
tinue to strive to recruit new members into our order
and, with their added energy, improve upon Fr. McGiv-
ney’s dream every day and every Knight.

The Virginia Membership Team is here to help you suc-
ceed. Please feel free to give us a call.

Fraternally

Steve Burnley
Membership Director

Py
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“ Fourth Degree District Master’s Report.

Brothers:

I am pleased to announce that the Exemplification dates
have been announced for 2010. The first Exemplifica-
tion will be held at the Hospitality House in Fredericks-
burg on Saturday, May 22nd. The second Exemplifica-
tion will be at the Holiday Inn Select Koger Center in
Richmond on Saturday, October 23rd. Full details for
the May Exemplification have been provided to the
Navigators and is available on the Virginia State Coun-
cil website at www.vakofc.org (click on Fourth Degree
and then click on Exemplifications).

If you are already a Fourth Degree Knight, then now is
the time to recruit another member to join the Patriotic
Degree. If you are not yet a member, then the time for
you to join is now. Either way, let's all help the Fourth
Degree grow during 2010.

Please do not hesitate to contact me at:
master@vakofc.org
should you have any questions. Thanks.

Fraternally,
Richie Head, PSD, District Master

State Treasurer’s Report

Brothers, it is hard to believe we are in the last quarter
of this Fraternal Year. The planning process for our
State Annual Meeting is in progress. You have a vital
role in this planning. As delegates of the State Council
you establish the future of our Jurisdiction. However, to
be actively involved your Council must meet the per
capita rules as stated in our Constitution and By-Laws
and have an updated Delegate report (VSS-4) on file.
This is important to the Treasurer because it identifies to
me who is reimbursed for mileage and per diem. More
important to you is the opportunity to meet your fellow
Brothers and their families, a time to reflect on the past
year and be a part of forming the future. So, if this is
your first time or you’re a repeat Conventioneer plan to
attend and celebrate the achievements of your Council,
District and the special presentation of the State Awards.
This can happen again on August 4" at the Supreme
Convention in Washington, DC, but only if we can ex-
ceed our membership goals. The honor of Virginia being
recognized by the entire Order is in our hands.

Together, let us seek to recruit and retain Every Day and

Every Knight in Virginia. My wife and I are looking
forward to seeing all of you.

Vivat Jesus
Ron Gorman
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Annual Meeting

The Virginia Annual State Meeting May 14-16 promises to be a great weekend for our Brother knights and
their Guests

The meeting will be held at the Holiday Inn Select — Koger Conference Center in Richmond, Virginia. This three
day, two-night fun filled, action packed, full of surprises, extravaganza is one you will not want to miss.

Our weekend will get underway with a golf tournament at the highly acclaimed Independence Golf Club and on
Friday evening, the Fabulous Deuling Piano’s direct from Philadelphia will having you singing, clapping, stomp-
ing your feet and simply put having a great time.

And then the hospitality rooms will be in full swing, our District Deputies and their hospitality room teams are
working hard to ensure your satisfaction.

All the forms needed to register and more details about the event can be found on the Virginia Knights of Colum-
bus Website www.vakofc.org so do not delay register and reserve your rooms early, and if you have any questions,
do not hesitate to contact me at cwinston@huntcountrytech.com or by phone at 540-349-4869.

Chris Winston
Convention Chairman

Stroke

Every year thousands of people die or are incapacitated by a stroke. In fact, it is the third leading cause of death. A
stroke is the blockage or bursting of blood vessels within the brain, which deprives brain tissue of oxygen and
causes it to begin to die. The sooner a stroke is diagnosed and proper treatment is begun, the less brain tissue dies
and the less the effect of the stroke. A stroke may cause a person to lose mobility, vision, the ability to speak, or
even to die. Sometimes, over a period of time, the faculties lost to stroke are regained, other times they are not.

A stroke is often preceded by warning signs, one or more mini-strokes, or Transient Ischemic Attacks (TIAs,)
which have the symptoms of a stroke. In these cases, the symptoms occur, but then disappear. Recognizing those
stroke symptoms, and seeking medical attention even if they go away, can save you from having an even larger
stroke later on. If a person suddenly complains of a splitting headache or dizziness, or starts to slur their words, or
complains of trouble seeing, or if one side of their face or body suddenly goes slack or weak or numb, they may
very well be having a stroke.

Since a person suffering a stroke often does not realize what is happening, or cannot communicate, it is important
for others to recognize the symptoms of stroke, and to know what to do when it happens.

The things to check if you suspect stroke are: ask the person to smile and see if both sides of their face are even, or
if one side remains slack while the other side moves; ask them to repeat a simple sentence and see if they slur their
words or are too confused to speak: ask them to raise both arms and see if both work or only one; or ask them to
stick out their tongue and see if it is straight, or will only go to one side or the other. Any weakness of one side of
the body, slurred speech or mental confusion is an indication of possible stroke.

What should you do if you think you or someone else is having a stroke? Call 911 immediately and get medical
attention as soon as possible. The quicker a patient can be treated for stroke, the less damage will be done and the
greater the chance for recovery. If treatment is begun within three hours of the onset of symptoms, doctors can
often minimize the long term effects of a stroke.

In summary, to minimize the effects of stroke, learn to recognize the symptoms of stroke either in yourself or oth-
ers, don’t ignore them, and seek medical attention immediately if you even suspect a stroke.
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<§?// General Program Director’s Report

Gentlemen — you have reached the pinnacle of the REPORTS race — It’s all downhill now. The State’s reporting
year ends in 25 days. Thanks to those whom have already submitted your required reports. Thanks for all you
have done and continue to do for the Order, the State and your Council. If you forgot to bring your reports today,
mail them to me by March 27th, or if attending the State Free Throw Competition, you may bring them to me then.
My Staff and I will be reviewing them soon afterwards. However, continue to submit your Family of the Month
Reports to Supreme and myself.

In keeping with the Order’s longstanding “In Solidarity With Our Priests” campaign, our Worthy State Deputy
asked you to actively participate in recognizing the "Year for Priests" by providing each Ordained Priest in our
Parishes, Missions and Council with a special ceremonial prayer recognition and a certificate as well as conducting
a 1" Degree in honor of our beloved priests. Hopefully, you accomplished his request. If not, I ask that you
conduct one before the end of this yearlong celebration (June 19, 2009 — June 19, 2010).

You should all be thankful that our Parishes and Councils are blessed with members from different cultures and
walks of life, giving of themselves - their precious time, unique talents and material blessings. You ARE making a
difference in the lives of others through your services and ministries, celebrating unity in diversity and overall,
striving to build up the one body of Christ. Continue to be an integral member in your community and find in it,
the faith, hope and love that Jesus so abundantly provides. Through their actions, they continue to show the great
workings of the Knights of Columbus, why not recognize them with a “Volunteer of the Year” Award. If you

haven’t already submitted the name of your deserving Volunteer to me, do so by May Ist.

The following reports are due at the Annual Convention Meeting:

Newsletter Competition (3 only) — Scrapbook Competition — Council website Competition. The guidelines for
submission may be found in the Program Handbook.

May God Bless each and every one of You and your Families and Thank-You for another Great Year.

"Living Fr. McGivney's Dream Every Day and Every Knight"

George Piette
General Programs Director

VKCCI
Some of you have never received your mailing labels for this fraternal year. There were 1,570 mailings damaged
by the US Postal Service representing 7.5% of our normal mailing. This was just reported to us after we made
inquiries as to missing labels. The company, which handles the mailings for our Label Program, will be sending
these labels out in the very near future. They have advised us that they will not be sending reminder notices to
those individuals who did not get the original mailing.

So far this fraternal year, we have received a total of $33,795.81 in contributions from the Label Program with
expenses for the program being $31,735.75. This has left us with only $2,060.06 to apply to grants for financial
assistance. The gross collection for the 2008 — 2009 Fraternal year amounted to $103,829.90. As you can see we
are in need of your donations to this program.

We are still having difficulties in securing the financial distribution reports from some councils that have received
grants. The Council is supposed to file the financial distribution reports within 60 days of receiving the grant
check. These reports are necessary to ensure that we retain our current standing as a charitable organization.

Respectively,

Michael J. Lazzuri PSD
President
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2 Ladies of Virginia (LOV)

After all of the snow we have seen across the state of
Virginia this year, it is hard to believe that spring and
Easter are just a few short weeks away. We have begun
our Lenten journey, preparing ourselves to celebrate the
Resurrection of our Lord.

It also means that the fraternal year is almost % done.
While we are starting to look ahead to the next year,
there is still plenty happening in this current year.

Our basket raffle is proceeding well — you can find
tickets on the Ladies of Virginia website
(www.kofcladiesofvirginia.org) that you can print out
and sell at your home auxiliaries and councils (and
workplaces, and so on ... J) and bring to the Annual
Meeting. Each of our regions have selected a basket
theme (or themes) — if you don’t know what the theme
is, please don’t hesitate to contact our co-chairs, Colleen
Messier (757-595-0048) and Donna Raschke (804-695-
9912) and they can point you in the right direction.

Looking forward to next year, we have been asked to
help support the Supreme Convention being held in
Washington, D.C. in August 2010, by providing items to
be sold in the “Emporium” — where local, handcrafted
goods are offered for sale to attendees and visitors. This
helps the host jurisdiction to defray the expenses of
hosting the Convention. Have you talked to your local

KOVAR Report

The Annual KOVAR Campaign for the benefit of
“God’s Special People” will be conducted across
Virginia from April 15— 18, 2010. KOVAR directly
serves non-profit and governmental entities in every
corner of the Commonwealth that work to improve the
live of Persons with Intellectual Disabilities. Every
Knight in Virginia is asked to participate in this effort
through the various activities of their Councils. The
Annual Campaign provides an excellent opportunity for
Knights and their family members and friends to
publicly display Charity In Action.

Although the Annual Campaign is held statewide in
April, activities supporting KOVAR can and should be
held year round. Most Councils supplement their
Annual Campaign contributions with funds collected
throughout the year. Whether dinners, concerts,
sporting events, 50/50 collections or others, there are
numerous easy and enjoyable ways to provide additional
support to those who are cannot provide for themselves.

On a very sad note, the KOVAR Board has lost another
long-time Board member, former President Art Carroll
of Richmond. Art worked tirelessly for the cause of
those with Intellectual Disabilities and was a great friend
to all. He will be greatly missed. Please keep Art, his
family and all those that KOV AR seeks to serve in your

Hng ) prayers.
auxiliaries about what new and handcrafted items you
might be able to provide?
Have a blessed Lent and a very happy Easter! I 3 | YEAR FOR
. @ PRIESTS
0 e.SS’ p . June 19, 2000 < June 19, 2010
Janet Winston =
President
slick1969@cjwinston.com
Save The Date:
Annual Meeting
In Richmond, VA
14-16 May, 2010

The Virginia Knight is published by the Knights of Columbus.
Opinions expressed herein are the individual authors and do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of the Virginia State Council, the
Editor, or the Knights of Columbus. Questions or comments should
be directed to the Editor or the State Deputy.

Page 7


http://www.kofcladiesofvirginia.org/�

The Virginia Knight

IT Director’s Report

Information Technology Issues & Offerings

Issues: placing email addresses in the TO: or CC: address box of the email message. ALL EMAIL TRAVELS
THROUGH UNSECURED SERVERS where the addresses can/will be stolen for use by spammers. When send-
ing to more than one person, send the email to yourself and place all recipients in the BCC: address box. If your
addresses are in the BCC: address box they are hidden from the world. Please respect your Brother Knights privacy
and never show their email addresses to the world. In as much as it is practical, please place officers’ email aliases
in the BCC: address box also.

Offerings: Virginia State Council Information Technology current offerings include the following.

o Email aliases for all State Officers, Staff, District Deputies, Grand Knights, Financial Secretaries et al.
e Email lists for mass mailings to District Deputies, Grand Knights and Financial Secretaries by authorized
senders only.
e The best email spam control on the planet — only two people have breached the shield and they have been
shut out completely.
e  Website hosting for councils, districts and assemblies providing direct access to the websites for update:
o Councils: 459, 511, 5476, 5998, 6372, 6546, 6828, 7812, 7469, 8183, 10246, 10601, 11136,
11262, 11264, 11781, 12134, 14523
o Assemblies: 1614, 1781, 2184, 3174
o Districts: 16, 18
e  Current State Council website http://www.VAKofC.org which is updated by Brother Knights, and we
could use more volunteers for pages which need updating.
e Officers’ Information pages with forms, update pages and document downloads - http://
www.VAKofC.org/Officers/.

IT Committee: accepting volunteers for open positions:

o  Website updates: If you can answer email or surf the web, you are qualified to update a page of the web-
site: 5 positions filled; 10 positions open.

e Report Development: If you have Windows or HTML coding experience: 1 position filled; 2 positions
open.

e Email Management: If you have experience as an Email administrator: 1 position open.

e PC Maintenance-Software & Hardware: If you have hardware or software troubleshooting experience: 1
position filled; 3 positions open.

A little bit of help can go a long way in helping. Your time is valuable and will not be wasted. Contact the IT Di-
rector to discuss how you can help.

Fraternally,
Jim

Living Fr. McGivney’s Dream,

every Day & every Knight
Skype # JamesA.Green
Save The Date:
Supreme Convention
In Washington, DC
3-5 August, 2010
Living Fr. McGivney’s Dream Every Day and Every Knight
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Columbian Squires - Squire Roses

The Best Way to Recruit a Knight...Recruit a Squire!

At a State Meeting a couple of years ago, there was discussion on how best to recruit new
Knights of Columbus. I was surprised when nobody mentioned the best, most long-term and
effective way to garner new members: Recruit them to be Columbian Squires! As the official
youth program of the Knights of Columbus, the Columbian Squires provides a gateway into the
Order for young Catholic men.

Founded in 1925, the Squires program has a long and successful history. It never ceases
to amaze me, however, that so many Knights either have misconceptions about the program or
no idea that the Squires program even exists. There are over 1,400 Columbian Squire Circles in
the United States, Canada, Mexico, the Philippines, Puerto Rico, Guatemala, Panama, Cuba, the
Bahamas, the Virgin Islands, Guam, and on U.S. military bases abroad. The goals of a
Columbian Squires Circle are to improve its members spiritually, culturally, civically, and
physically, as well as developing qualities of leadership. To find such an organization for
Catholic young men between the ages of 10 and 18 is the dream of any parent, pastor, and yes,
Council or Assembly. The potential of the Squires program is not always recognized, however.
Efforts in establishing, promoting and supporting these young men do nothing but groom the
Knights and Catholic leaders of tomorrow.

Frequently, Councils or Assemblies focus on the fact that they or their parish already
support a youth ministry and/or scouting program and that they should not start a new program
that would “compete.” This is not the case. A Squires program can be a wonderful complement
to any parish youth ministry program. A Columbian Squires Circle can offer the young men of a
parish yet one more avenue to work, socialize and practice their faith with other Catholic young
men. It can help them grow to be Catholic leaders. Likewise, a Catholic Scout may be eager to
join an organization like the Squires where he can further serve his community and parish while
further developing his leadership skills in the presence of other Catholic young men. Many
young men have this “dual membership” in the Scouts and Squires. It should be noted that the
founder of the Columbian Squires, Brother Barnabas McDonald, was also very active in the Boy
Scouts of America. In fact, the “Brother Barnabas Founder’s Award” is still presented by the
National Catholic Committee on Scouting. Recognizing that not all young men will be attracted
to Scouting, the Squires program provides them with another excellent option.

Virginia also has a long history of having Columbian Squire Circles. Membership is
improving across the state, with Virginia Beach making the most pronounced gains. Columbian
Squires Circles are sponsored by Councils or Assemblies. Membership in the Squires is open to
any Catholic young man between the ages of 10 and 18. Circles are often populated with young
men who, from a very young age, wanted to be Knights — having seen their fathers or other men
they respect serve as Knights. Recruiting young men to be Squires allows a Council or
Assembly to have as many as 9 years to train a young man to be a great Knight! It permits
sponsoring Councils Assemblies to simply have their “aging” Squires fill out a Form 100 so that



Columbian Squires - Squire Roses

they can take the next step in their Knights of Columbus journey. Truly, there can be no better
way to recruiting a Knight than to recruit a Squire!

Something for everyone - Squire Roses!!

Certainly we do not want to leave our Squire Roses out of this conversation! As we
know, the Knights of Columbus is a Catholic Fraternal Family Organization that truly strives to
offer something for everyone! In 1996 Virginia saw a need to provide an organization for its
Catholic young women. A plan was presented and approved by the Virginia State Council to
create the Squire Roses. Given the success of the Squires program over the decades since its
founding, and wanting to style the new program with the Knights of Columbus framework, the
hierarchy, bylaws, rules and procedures for the Squire Roses closely mirror the Columbian
Squires program. The program has grown at an incredible pace, already establishing a Virginia
State Squire Roses Circle and challenging the Squires in membership!

Similar to the Squires, membership to the Squire Roses is open to any Catholic young
woman between the ages of 10 and 18. The goals of the Squire Roses are basically the same as
the Squires. Whereas Squires Circles have four required standing committees (Spiritual, Service,
Membership and Circle), the Squire Roses decided to add a fifth: Family. The Roses have
become yet another great reason for families to become involved with the Knights of Columbus
organization!

This year, we devised a plan to better serve the broad geographical reaches of our
Commonwealth. Knights who have a great deal of experience with the Columbian Squires
and/or Squire Roses program now serve as “Area Committeemen” in the North, East and Central
areas of the State. We will enthusiastically add Committeemen for other areas of the
Commonwealth as needed. Your Columbian Squires and Squire Roses Chairman, as well as
these Committeemen and the officers of our Columbian Squires and Squire Roses State Circles
are anxious to visit your Council or Assembly to present the benefits of a Circle and the
procedure for establishment. Please contact the Columbian Squires and Squire Roses Chairman,
Ruppert Beirne, to obtain more information. Ruppert can be reached at
Ruppert_Beirne@verizon.net or (804)869-0320.
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