VIRGINIA KNIGHTS DONATE ULTRASOUND MACHINE

On Tepeyac Hill near Mexico City in December, 158 humble peasant, St. Juan Di-
ego, encountered the apparition of the Virgin Ma@ur Lady of Guadalupe’s appearance and
message of love served as the miracle that saee@atholic Church on the American continent,
and brought millions into service for the glory @bd. Not quite 500 years later, in another
place called Tepeyac, the Virginia Knights of Colura provided a “modern miracle” of their
own, enabling thousands of pregnant women the doppdy to choose life for their unborn
children; again, for the glory of God.

On June 21, 2010, with all the State
ficers present, as well as Pat Korten, Vice Pr
dent for Communications for the Supren?
Council, and a gathering of friends and supp¢:
ters, then State Deputy Pat O’'Donnell present
a final check which completed the purchase o
new Medison SonoAce X8 ultrasound machiy
for the Tepeyac Family Center in Fairfax, Vilg
ginia. The ultrasound machine will enable do
tors to show high-resolution 3-D/4-D images ¢
unborn children to expectant mothers.

The donation of an ultrasound machine
was made possible through a program initiated
by the Supreme Council on January 22, 2009, the
anniversary oRoev. Wade the Supreme Court
decision legalizing abortion. The program
matches funds raised by Knights for the acquisi-
tion of ultrasound machines for pregnancy care
centers, helping them provide for the health of
both mother and child. The machine donated to
the Tepeyac Family Center was the first donated
in Virginia through the program, although ultra-
sound machines have been previously donated toaneg centers in Florida, lowa and other
jurisdictions. Because Tepeyac is more than anamgy center, the State Council donated the
machine to AAA Women for Choice, which in turn dtetthe ultrasound machine to the Te-
peyac Center.

Ultrasound machines cost thousands of dollars,usedultrasound waves to create a pic-
ture or sonogram of a baby in a woman’s uteruspoRs show clearly that the vast majority of
women contemplating an abortion decide to keep thabies after seeing an ultrasound image.
Some reports have put this figure as high as 9086.noted by Supreme Knight Carl A. Ander-
son, “Even from the early stages of pregnancy, theracan see her developing child, hear the
baby’'s heartbeat, and recognize the miracle ohtw life within her.” The new machine do-



nated to the Tepeyac Center will provide detailetiupes of a baby’s face and body, and, as the
pregnancy progresses, will be able to show movement

The Tepeyac Family Center is a non-profit, pre-ldb-Gyn clinic with six doctors, and
serves more than 13 crisis pregnancy centers thomighe Washington, DC metropolitan area.
A program of Divine Mercy Care, the Center is timydull-time Catholic health facility in the
Diocese of Arlington. Last year it provided moran $352,000 in charitable healthcare, and
delivered approximately 700 babies, including 286ibs to mothers in financial distress. Te-
peyac enjoys a committed patient, volunteer anddbase because of its ethical and moral care
for pregnant mothers and their unborn babies, thahnsured and uninsured.

Dr. John Bruchalski, who founded the Tepeyac Gdant&994, told the gathered Knights
that he thanked them from “the bottom of my hetot’the new ultrasound machine. He pointed
out that the Knights of Columbus wanted to do stinet spiritually and materially to “help
moms keep their unborn children, and they've damne the most practical way.” According to
Dr. Bruchalski, the new 3-D/4-D ultrasound modearesents the “last line of defense for Te-
peyac doctors to use when meeting with women censigl abortion.” He concluded, “Health
care is based on relationships found in the comtyuthie love of God and the love of neighbor,
and this ultrasound is a tool to bring a lovingatelinship between mother and child where abor-
tion is unthinkable.”

Fourth Degree Knight Fr. David Whitestone, pastost. Leo the Great Catholic Church
in Fairfax, blessed the new ultrasound machinergadhe ribbon-cutting ceremony. He com-
pared the true presence of Christ in the tabernafches church to Christ’s spiritual presence in
the caring hands of the Tepeyac doctors and staff.



